The Ancient Worlds of Asia
To you, men of my six armies
I say under oath:
The man of Hu .
Hath shamefully outraged nature
And, in his idleness, hath forgotten all his duties.
That is why heaven hath destroyed his throne
And I am the instrument of celestial punishment.
If you who fight on the left of the chariots
Do not do the duty of the warriors on the left,
You will not be obeying my command!
If you who fight on the right of the chariot
Do not do the duty of the warriors on the right
You will not be obeying my command!
Obey my command
And I shall reward you in the face of my ancestors;
But those who do not obey,
I shall put to death in the face of the gods of the dark land,
I shall kill them all, with their women and their children!
Of all classical Chinese literature the most important to us today, the most richly human collection is the Shih Ching, or Book of Odes. The earliest of these date from the Shang period \ and the latest from the beginning of the sixth century B.C. It is an anthology of three hundred and eleven poems taken from works composed before the time of Confucius. Most of them were intended to be accompanied by music, but this has not survived. The Book of Odes is the richest and most accurate source of information on the Chou period, not only from the insight it affords into the daily life of the Northern Chinese people of the time, but also from the exquisite artistry with which their joys and griefs are expressed. Only through emotion and sympathy can, we enter into contact with the soul and mind of the Chinese.
As in poetry of other times and places, the principal theme of these Odes is love. Some of them were popular songs and they have lost nothing of their original freshness through the centuries. Most of them were intended to be sung by women. In this they differ from Western love-poems and are for this
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